
IMPERIAL AGE 
Emperor	  Assignments	  

Emperor Student 
Augustus	   Luca Bertozzi 	  
Tiberius	   Sydney Brookshire 	  
Caligula	   Hannah Brown 	  
Claudius	   Paige Cooper 	  
Nero	   Natalie Dalton	  
Galba-Otho-Vitellius	   Drew Ferguson 	  
Vespasian	   Emir Gur-Ravantab 	  
Titus	   John Hagerty 	  
Domitian	   Madee Henderson 	  
Nerva	   Ethan Johnson 	  
Trajan	   Anna Latoff 	  

Emperor Student 
Hadrian	   Alex Marketos 	  
Antoninus Pius	   Eliza O’Donnell 	  
Marcus Aurelius	   Gena Pennanen 	  
Commodus	   Mari Rosenman 	  
Septimius Severus	   KP Rurka 	  
Caracalla	   Annie Tracey 	  
Elagabalus	   William Spiegel	  
Alexander Severus	   Stephen Vieno	  
Diocletian	   Harrison White	  
Constantine I	   Maddy Wills	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

Augustus	  	  

§ First emperor of Rome 
§ Adopted son of Julius Caesar 
§ After Caesar’s assassination in 44 BC, Octavian initiates campaign against the 

conspirators—at the battle of Actium in 31 BC, Octavian defeated Marc Antony and 
Cleopatra 

§ Given name: Gaius Octavius (Octavian)—In 27 BC Octavian received the title Augustus, or 
“anointed one,” from the Senate, and he intended his successor Tiberius also to take it. 
Tiberius did not formally accept, but it was used in official documents and taken by all later 
emperors. 

§ With the rule of Augustus began the time know as Pax Romana (Roman Peace). It lasted 
for about 200 years. 

 

Tiberius	  

§ 2nd emperor in the Julio-Claudian line 
§ One of his twelve villas is located on the scenic isle of Capri 
§ Tiberius was widely disliked because of his frugality—he left the imperial treasury with 

nearly 3 billion sesterces upon his death 
 

Julio-Claudian Dynasty Begins 
27 BC-14 AD – Augustus 
14-37 AD – Tiberius  
37-41 AD – Caligula  
41-54 AD – Claudius  
54-68 AD – Nero  



Caligula	  

§ 3rd emperor in the Julio-Claudian line 
§ Nickname: “Little Boots” (grew up on a military base with his father Germanicus, wearing a 

miniature soldier’s outfit around camp) 
§ Caligula announced his self-deification, building temples and erecting statues, even in 

Rome, to his glorified self.  The Senate usually conferred this honor upon respected 
emperors after their death 

 

Claudius	  

§ 4th emperor in the Julio-Claudian line 
§ Constructed two aqueducts (the Aqua Claudia and the Anio Novus) 
§ His fourth wife Agrippina the Younger had Claudius poisoned. After the first attempt failed, 

she had his doctor poison him, which resulted in his death. 
	  

Nero	  

§ 5th and last emperor in the Julio-Claudian line 
§ Agrippina the Younger, his own mother, was killed under Nero’s orders  
§ Persecution of Christians by the Roman government did not occur until the reign of Nero, 

when he blamed the Christians for the Great Fire in 64 AD 
§ His death began the Year of the Four Emperors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Galba	  

§ After Nero’s death, Galba marched on Rome and in 69 AD, he was named the first emperor 
in the Year of the Four Emperors  

§ On Otho’s orders, cavalrymen galloped toward Galba and killed him. 
 

Otho	  

§ In January of 69 AD, Otho is named the second emperor in the Year of the Four Emperors 
(after Galba) 

§ When faced with defeat after meeting Vitellius on the battlefield, Otho committed suicide—
he had ruled for only three months. 
 

Year of the Four Emperors 
68-69 AD – Galba  
69 AD – Otho  
69 AD – Vitellius  
69-79 AD – Vespasian  



Vitellius	   	  

§ Vitellius was the third emperor to rise to power in the Year of the Four Emperors (after 
Otho) 

§ Arguably one of the most gluttonous emperors, Vitellius frequently threw lavish feasts, 
featuring exotic foods like peacock brains and flamingo tongues. 

§ He was defeated by Vespasian and was executed in Rome and thrown into the Tiber. 
 

Vespasian	  

§ 4th and final emperor in the Year of the Four Emperors—defeated Vitellius and restored 
order to the empire (especially through economic reform)—he was the first emperor of the 
Flavian dynasty 

§ Responsible for the sack of Jerusalem and destruction of the temple 
§ Construction of the Colosseum began during his reign  

 
 
 
 
 

Titus	  

§ 2nd emperor of the Flavian Dynasty 
§ During his reign, he completed construction of the Colosseum and opened it with 

ceremonies lasting 100 days 
§ Titus was emperor when Mount Vesuvius erupted, burying Herculaneum and Pompeii in 79 

AD. 
 

Domitian	  

§ 3rd and last emperor of the Flavian Dynasty, which marked the beginning of the period 
known as the “Five Good Emperors.” 

§ During his reign Domitian made many successful contributions (e.g., he restored damaged 
buildings and erected new temples)—Domitian constructed a giant stadium to view athletic 
games and gladiator fights 

§ He was also known as a very frightful emperor and the last years of his rule were referred 
to as “The Reign of Terror.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Flavian Dynasty 
69-79 AD – Vespasian  
79-81 AD – Titus  
81-96 AD – Domitian  

The Five Good Emperors 
96-98 AD – Nerva  
98-117 AD – Trajan  
117-138 AD – Hadrian  
138-161 AD – Antoninus Pius  
161-180 AD – Marcus Aurelius  



Nerva	  

§ 1st of the 5 Good Emperors 
§ He started the tradition of naming and adopting a successor who wasn’t a blood relative. 

He wisely chose Trajan) 
§ He commissioned the Forum Transitorium, and erected a colossal statue of himself at its 

center 
 

Trajan	  

§ 2nd of the 5 Good Emperors 
§ Trajan created a building program for Rome, Italy and the provinces.  Some of the projects 

included baths, two libraries, the Forum of Trajan, the Column of Trajan, and many roads 
§ Trajan was famous for his military feats.  During his reign he led two wars; one with Dacia 

(which was commemorated on the 100-foot Column of Trajan in Rome), which he won, and 
the other with Parthia, which was not as successful. 
 

Hadrian	  

§ 3rd of the 5 Good Emperors 
§ Built a wall in Britain, later called Hadrian’s Wall, intended to keep out Scottish attackers  
§ He was also responsible for the restoration of the Pantheon in Rome 
§ An ardent admirer of Greece, he sought to make Athens the cultural capital of the Empire 

 

Antoninus	  Pius	  

§ 4th of the 5 Good Emperors—the Antonine Dynasty commenced with the reign of 
Antoninus Pius 

§ Hadrian adopted Antoninus Pius in 138 AD as his son and heir. 
§ Antoninus Pius was deified after his death and had a temple dedicated to him (and his wife 

Faustina). 
 

Marcus	  Aurelius	  

§ 5th of the 5 Good Emperors 
§ Antoninus Pius named Marcus Aurelius as his heir to the empire before his death. 
§ He ruled with Lucius Verus as co-emperor from 161 AD until Verus’ death in 169 AD 
§ As an accomplished philosopher, he published a series of personal writings entitled the 

Meditations. 
 
 
 



Commodus	  

§ The third and last emperor of the Antonine Dynasty 
§ Commodus was known for his promiscuity 
§ He commissioned many statues to be made showing him dressed as Hercules with a lion’s 

hide and a club. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Septimius	  Severus	  

§ 1st emperor of the Severan Dynasty 
§ Septimius Severus was born in Africa, at Leptis Magna 
§ Severus successfully campaigned in the East and afterward he commemorated his 

victories with a triumphal arch built in 203 AD in Rome. 
 

Caracalla	  

§ 2nd emperor of the Severan Dynasty—the eldest son of Septimius Severus 
§ Caracalla is remembered as one of the most notorious and unpleasant of emperors 

because of the massacres and persecutions he authorized and instigated throughout the 
Empire 

§ He constructed an enormous Bath complex in Rome 
 
 

Severus	  Alexander	  

§ 4th emperor of the Severan Dynasty—also known as Alexander Severus 
§ He was named after Alexander the Great, since he was born on the anniversary of the 

Alexander the Great’s death 
§ One of his crowning achievements was building the last of the Ancient Roman aqueducts 

which was 22 km long, called the Aqua Alexandrina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Severan Dynasty 
193-211 AD – Septimius Severus  
211-217 AD – Caracalla  
217-218 AD – Macrinus  
218-222 AD – Elagabalus  
222-235 AD – Severus Alexander 



The	  Crisis	  of	  the	  Third	  Century	  

§ The Crisis of the Third Century (235-284 AD) was a period in which the Roman Empire 
nearly collapsed under the combined pressures of invasion, civil war, plague, and economic 
depression.  

§ The Crisis began with the assassination of Emperor Alexander Severus at the hands of his 
own troops, initiating a fifty-year period in which 20-25 claimants to the title of Emperor 
(mostly prominent Roman Army generals) assumed imperial power over all or part of the 
Empire.  

§ By 258-260, the Empire split into three competing states, with the Gallic Empire including 
the Roman provinces of Gaul, Britannia and Hispania; and the Palmyrene Empire, including 
the eastern provinces of Syria Palaestina and Aegyptus; becoming independent from the 
Italian-centered Roman Empire proper between them.  

§ The Crisis ended with the ascension and reforms of Diocletian. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Diocletian	  

§ Diocletian put an end to the disastrous phase of Roman history known as the “Crisis of the 
Third Century” (see above), and instead established the Tetratrchy, an obvious military 
despotism  

§ Diocletian divided the Roman Empire into the East and the West. Each division would have 
an Augustus (senior emperor) and a Caesar (junior emperor). Each emperor had his own 
court, administration and army. 

§ Diocletian believed the disasters of the 3rd century had come partly because the Romans 
no longer honored the old gods, and so instituted the Great Persecution of the Christians 

 
 

Constantine	  the	  Great	  

§ Constantine the Great was the first Roman ruler to be converted to Christianity. 
§ Constantine legalized Christianity through the Edict of Milan, which was issued in 313 AD, 

and persecutions of the Christians ended.  
§ Constantine the Great emerged victorious in a series of civil wars against the emperors 

Maxentius and Licinius to become sole ruler of both East and West by 324 AD. 
§ In 330, he founded Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul) as a capital of the Roman 

Empire. 
 

	  

The Tetrarchy & Constantinian  
Dynasty 

284-305 AD – Diocletian  
306-312 AD – Maxentius  
306-337 AD – Constantine I  
 


